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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1 , (Cuirently Amended) A system for managing public communications and public 
enmiTient^ comprising: 

a server computer operatively connected to a network; 

a secure web portal for members of the public-at-large remotely accessing the server 
computer over the network: 

access to the server computer bv project tRain mtajn ibers for managinsr public involvement 
projects; 

a conununications manager application having: 

an information module; 

a project team tools module; 

a communications tools module; 

site management tools module; and 

wherem the server computer provides access, following authentication^ b^ the members 
of the public»at-larpe and the pro ject team members to one or more of the 
information module, the project team tools module^ the communications tools 
module, and ilie site management tools module. 

2. (Cuirendy Amended) The system of claim 1» wherem the information module 
provides one or more of project ov^^ew, i^ent project changes, and project status statiifl. 
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3 . (Original) The system of claim 1 fartbcx comprising at least one software 
interface for receiving public comments. 

4. (Original) The system of claim 3, wheiiein the at least one software interface 
comprises: 

a first sub-interface for creating and submitting authenticating an individual; and 
a second sub-interface for receiving infotmation about the individual. 

5. (Original) The system of claim 4, wherein the first and second interfaces are 
presented to the individual in a seamless manner. 

6. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the project team tools module provides 
one or more of a task manager, related links, a project calendar, an inoage manager, a document 
library, a project showcase, a directory, a listing of team memb^> and electronic 
communications with team members. 

7. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the communications tool module 
provides one or more of web conferencing and message board. 

8. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the site management tools module 
provides one or more of site maintenance, survey maintenance, web trend tools, survey reports, 
public comment and public comment reports. 

9. (Original) The system of claim 1 fiirtlier con]5)rising a backend software interface 
for interactions with team members, the backend inter&ce comprising: 



an option for uploading documents, 

3 

NOVA\3666960.01 

PAGE 7/22 'RCVD AT 10/11/2006 4:01:17 PM [Eastern Da^^^^^ 



10/11/2008 14:02 FAX 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



IglOOS 



PAGE 8/22' 



Apgkmxnl^o, 10/690^44 
Amendmem dated Ottober 11^2006 
Be^^TO Office Acdonof Aptil )i2,2006 



Docket N(x: Q25058.01O1PTUS 



an option for one or more of sorting and searching public submissions and documents in 
accordance with a specified search criteria; and 

an option for filtering public submissions. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the site management tools 
module includes inolu d e screening public submission to identify the presence of inappropriate 
subject matter. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 10, wherein the identified inappropriate subject 
matter is sequestered for detailed review. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the project team tools include 
searching for public submissions in accordance with one or more of a keywoid, a time of 
submission, an identifier, an idea, a theme and a vision. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 1, wherein the communications management 
module comprises: 

shared modular code; and 

means for responding to different browser implementations by invoking corresponding 
code. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the commmucations management 
module further supports Web site maintenance by one or more of updating dynamic text areas, 
creating Web sites by using templates, handling muliiple Web sites by using customizations of at 
least one shared feature, providing a separate address linked to a Web site for accepting public 
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comments, providing a sepaiace address for accepthig coroments, automatic font and color 
adjustments, and supporting substantially unlimited number of active pages. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein woxk product is published on a 
Website substantiaUy concurrently with its generation to invite comments to complete a 
feedback loop. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1, wherein the commuiuoation 
management module enables one or more of a public agency, a quasi public agency axid an 
enteipiise to manage public comments, managing comments firom a select audience, support one 
or more teams of consultants, agency sta3^ stakeholder oiganizations relevant to one or more 
projects at die same ^rae time. 

1 7. (Original) The system of claim 1 , wherein the communication management 
module provides one or more of a public agency, a quasi public agency and an enterprise 
electronic project management with work-flow, document and image management, content 
management. Web-site management, and r^rting technologies. 
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18. (Original) Tbe system of claim 1, wherein access is provided at a plurality of 



levels. 



1 9. (Original) The system of claim 1 8, wherein the plurality of access levels include 
User Manager for adding and assigning users to projects, Project Manager for creating new 
projects and having full access to the communications management module, and Team Member 
for having access to a limited number of modules with read/update privileges. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 fuithcr coiiq)rismg a public website 
mainteoance interface for providing access to one or more of project overview, a timeline, a 
docmnent repository, an events calendar, an image manager, a public commieat manager module, 
and a survey gedtde module, 

21 . (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the commmiications management 
module can access the public website maintenance inteiface via a project site maintenance 
interface. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 19, wherein the public comment module includes 
providing a submitter with one or more of an option of being notified of additional developments 
and participating in at least one survey. 

23 . (Original) The system of claim 1 further comprising modules for one or more of 
gen^ information about a project, project goals, a project team, public docinnents, public 
notices, an image resource library, a project calendar, a project showcase, and a public comment 
module with one or more of a notification and suivey functionality. 

24. (Currently Amended) A communications manager modtde contained in a 
computer-readable storage Di«Hi'nTn comprising: 

an infoimation module further comprising a project overview, project news and project 
statas: 

a project team tools module farther comprising a task manager, calenda r, fi^aiti ar^r^ACQ 
management team copunimicatiQns and image manager : 
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a commumcations tools module farther compiismg one or more message boards and web 
conferenciiig : 

a site management tools module further compriaing web site content updating, document 
Hhrary^ imap-a li brary, project directory, event calendar and internal m f^iti^enance; 
and 

wherein the communication manager provides access, following authentication, to one or 
more of the in&nnation module, the project team tools module, the 
communications tools module^ and the site management tools module. 

25. (Currently Amended) The communications manager module of claim 24 further 
comprising having a plurahty of access levels including User Manager for adding and assigning 
users to projects. Project Manager for creating new projects and having full access to the 
communications management module, and Team Membei* for having access to a limited number 
of modules with readAipdate privileges. 

26. (Original) An interface for a Web site coupled to the commimications manager of 
claim 24 comprising a plurality of links selected from Unks to genersil information about a 
project, project goals, a project team, dociuncnts, notices, an image resource library, a project 
calendar, a project showcase, and a commeat module. 

27. (Original) The interface of claim 26, wherem the comment module further 
includes one or more of a notification and survey functionality. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The interface of claim 26, wherein the single point of entry 
is provided by requiring authentication of one or more of a usemame, a password, an a encrypted 
session, and a challenge-rBsponse protocol. 

29. (Original) A method of using updated comments from a Web site coupled to the 
communications manager of claim 24, comprising: 

authenticating a submitter 

jieceiving a plurality of comments from the submitter; 

storing the plurality of comments from the submitter with other comments received at the 
Web site; 

retrieving comments by the submitter by cairying out a search; 

oi^anizing the retrieved comments chronologically to pr^ar© an updated comment; and 
using the updated comment in a conunent report. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29, wherein a proposed rule is modified in 
response to the comment report 

3 1 . (Original) A method of updating a posted issue inviting comments at a public 
Web site coupled to the communications manager of claim 24, comprising: 

posting an issue at the pubUc Web site with a specified date for receiving responses; 

reviewing submissions received on the posted issue at the public Web site; and 
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modifying the posted issue in response to the comments prior to the expiry of the 

specified date for receiving respoases, whereby subsequent responses are directed 
to the modified posted issue. 

32. (New) A communications manager contained in a computer-readable storage 
medium comprising; 

an information module for welcoming a user and refeiencing permission level access, 
wherein the infonnation module further comprises a project overview, project 
news and project status, 

a project team tools module for coordinating and informing team members, wherein the 
project team tools module further comprises a task manager, calendar, team 
access management, team communications and image manager, 

a communications tools module for &cilitating infonnation transfer, wherein the 

communications tools module further comprises one or more message boards and 
web conferencing, 

a site management tools module for updating communications woik environments and 
global settings, wherein the site management tools module further comprises web 
site content updating, document librazy, image libraiy, project directory^ event 
calendar and internal maintenance; and 

wherein the communication manager provides access to one or more of the infonnation 
module^ the project team tools module, the communications tools module, and the 
site management tools module* 
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33. (New) The commuoicatioiis manager of claim 32, wherein the coimnunications 
manager provides access, following authentication to the information module, the project team 
tools module, the communications tools module, and the site managemrat tools module. 

34. (New) The communications manager of claim 32, wherein the communications 
manager &cilitates public communication and public comments 

3 S. (New) A method of dispensing public information and processing comments 
from a public comment procedure comprising: 

creating and posting a proposal of interest to ttie public-at-large on a serv<^ computer 
connected to a network, 

receiving one or more comments firom the public-at-large through the server computer 
connected to the network, 

searching the one or more comments from the public-at-large, 

organizing the one or more comments from the public-at-largc, 

generating a summary of the one or more comments, and 

generating a report based upon the summary of the one or more commoits. 

36. (New) The method of claim 35, further comprising modifying the report 

37. (New) The method of claim 35, further comprising modifying the proposal of 
interest based upon the report. 
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38. (New) The method of claim 35, fbitlier comprising modifying the one ormoie 
comments. 

39. (New) The method of claim 35, further comprising allowing dynamic feedback m 
agency decision making based on the one or more comments. 

40. (New) The method of claim 35» wherein the dispensing public information and 
processing comments from a public comment procedure pertains to a charette. 

41. (New) A method of providing public Infonnation and soliciting comments from 
membeis of the public-at-large comprising: 

creating, posting or revising a proposal of public interest, 

providing a secure web portal for members of the public-at-large remotely accessing a 
server computer over a network, 

allowing members of the public-at-large access to the server computer operatively 
connected to the netwoik, 

providing a communications manager ^plication on the server compute having an 
infonnation module, a project team tools module, a communications tools 
module, and a site management tools module, 

receiving one or more comments from the public-at-large, and 

reviewing the one or more comments. 
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42. (New) The method of claim 41, fiirther comprising generating a modified 
proposal based upon reviewing the one or more comments. 

43 . (New) The method of claun 42, further comprismg recreating, reposting or 
revising the proposal of public interest. 

44. (New) The method of claim 4 1 , wherein the information modiile further 
comprises a project overview, recent project changes, and project status. 

45. (New) The method of claim 4 1 , wherein the project team tools module further 
comprises a task manager, related links, a project cal^ar, an image nianager, a document 
library, a project showcase, a directory^ a listing of team members, and electronic 
communications with team members. 

46. (New) The method of claim 41 , wherein the communications tool cnodule further 
comprises web conferencing and one or more message boards. 

47. (New) The method of claim 41 ^ wherein the site management tools module 
further comprises site maintenance, survey maintenance, web trend tools, survey reports, public 
comment and public conunent reports. 
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